
“No matter how little, make that gesture,  
make the contribution and we’ll all be contributing  
to a global community of people fighting myeloma.”
– Neil O’Brien, myeloma patient
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About  
Myeloma UK
Myeloma UK is the only organisation in the UK that 
deals exclusively with myeloma and related conditions. 
Myeloma is an incurable blood cancer and as a charity 
we work to ensure patients get access to the right 
treatment at the right time. We also provide a range of 
information and support services to patients, family and 
friends to help them deal with a diagnosis of myeloma. 
Our ultimate goal is to find a cure for myeloma.

We are proud to work closely with patients, carers and family 
members, as well as healthcare professionals and organisations, 
researchers, government bodies, other charities and the 
pharmaceutical industry to help deliver better outcomes for the 
thousands of people diagnosed with myeloma every year. 

Myeloma UK is only able to provide these essential services and 
fund vital myeloma research thanks to the generosity and kindness 
of our supporters. 

Leaving a gift to Myeloma UK in your Will is an incredible way you 
can help support our important work.

We receive no core government 
funding for the work we do, and we rely 
on voluntary donations and fundraising 
activities to make myeloma history
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Changing lives  
through Gifts in Wills
Gifts in Wills are significantly important to Myeloma UK. 
They help us invest in ground-breaking research, and 
life-changing projects which improve the treatment 
pipeline and provide greater support for the myeloma 
community, bringing hope to patients and families.

Judy Dewinter, former Chair of the Myeloma UK Board and now 
President shares her experience:

“I was diagnosed with myeloma aged 33. I was told I had 2–3 years 
to live and little hope of seeing my two young children grow up. 
Despite relapsing twice and needing two bone marrow transplants, 
I am here today because of a drug called Revlimid, that wouldn’t be 
available if it wasn’t for the work of Myeloma UK. 

It’s difficult enough dealing with this relapsing and remitting 
disease but you can’t imagine the difference it makes knowing that 
Myeloma UK is dealing with everything else. I am one of many who 
are so grateful to be on a drug that is keeping me alive.”

Leaving a gift in your Will can really change the future for 
patients awaiting the next treatment along the pathway. 

“Despite relapsing twice 
and needing two bone 

marrow transplants, I am 
here today because of 
a drug called Revlimid”

– Judy Dewinter, President, 
Myeloma UK
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Neil’s legacy 
Neil O’Brien was normally a keen and energetic cyclist, 
so it was concerning when he started to notice an 
inexplicable drop off in his cycling performance.

“I’ve always been a competitive cyclist, but I began to notice, that the 
guys that I used to be able to either keep up with easily or even beat, 
climbing hills, or racing out for sprints – suddenly I was going the 
other way. 

I never wanted to go to the doctors to find out what was wrong. I 
started to look at issues, like my diet, or even thinking that my age was 
beginning to be a factor. I was that confident that there would never be 
anything wrong with me.”

Neil’s decline in health led to medical tests, which confirmed a 
myeloma diagnosis.

“The moment the words ‘cancer’ and ‘incurable’ come into your life,  
you have a change. I mean, there’s no doubt about it… it doesn’t take 
you long to think about your last Will and Testament. It’s something we 
all have to go through, but I think having myeloma sharpens your focus. 
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What I wanted to do was to get the right words into a clause in our 
Will that left a certain amount of money to what is an incredibly 
important thing for me, which is the continuation of Myeloma UK  
and the work that it’s doing. 

If you think about it all as a jigsaw that’s got to come together; the 
research has to happen, the advocacy has to happen, and without 
that information, reaching out to patients and making them aware 
of what’s going on and all of the stuff they give you when you get 
diagnosed, all of the stuff you might need when you go on to new 
treatments... The Infoline has been almost a life-saver sometimes.

It makes you feel better even knowing that it’s done. It may not 
help me tomorrow, but somebody else downstream will benefit. 
No matter how little, make that gesture, make the contribution 
and we’ll all be contributing to a global community of people 
fighting myeloma.”

To watch Neil’s story on video visit:  
myeloma.org.uk/gifts-in-wills 

We are so grateful for Neil’s generosity and thoughtfulness. 
It is thanks to people like Neil, who leave a gift in their Will to 
Myeloma UK, that the charity is able to provide essential support, 
care and information to those affected by myeloma, fund vital 
research, and continue to make myeloma history.

To find out how you can help, get in touch using the contact 
details on the back page.

“I think anybody that has the thought that 
leaving a gift in their Will would be something 
they’d like to do, I can only honestly say, ‘do it.’”
– Neil O’Brien, myeloma patient
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Writing your  
Will for free
To make it accessible for everyone in the myeloma 
community to make a Will, Myeloma UK has partnered 
with Accord Legal Services to offer you the chance to 
have a standard single or mirrored Will written or a 
review of your current Will for free. 

Accord Legal Services have been providing Wills and Estate 
planning services since 2012. Accord’s flexible appointment model 
supports; telephone, Skype, Zoom and also home visits allowing 
them to meet the needs of clients by making appointments as 
convenient as possible.

To get started and have your standard single or mirrored Will written 
or Will reviewed for free:

Contact myelomauk@accordwills.co.uk or call 01744 807084 
quoting ‘Myeloma UK’.

Accord will then arrange an appointment with you with a 
special Will advisor over the phone, online, at your home or at 
their head office – whichever is best suited to you. 

They will then take you through your Will, step by step.

You can go back and amend your Will at any time.

By using this service, you are not obliged to leave Myeloma UK a gift 
in your Will.

If you would like more information about the difference leaving a 
gift in your Will can make to Myeloma UK or learn more about our 
free Will offer, please use the contact details on the back page.
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Remembering 
Myeloma UK in your Will
No matter the size of gift you choose to leave, your 
kindness and generosity will enable Myeloma UK to 
make a life-changing difference to thousands affected 
by myeloma across the UK. 

If you would like to support our work, below are a couple of ways you 
can include Myeloma UK in your Will:

 • Share in the residue of your estate 
Residue is whatever is left after all debts, funeral expenses, certain 
other costs and tax, and any other legacies have been deducted. 
This could be expressed as a share or percentage (e.g. 1%)

 • Pecuniary legacy 
A fixed sum of money you decide in advance

If you would like to leave Myeloma UK a gift in your Will, please 
ensure that you include the following information:

 The registered name of the charity: 
Myeloma UK

 Registered charity no: 
SC026116

 Registered charity address: 
22 Logie Mill 
Beaverbank Business Park  
Edinburgh  
EH7 4HG
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Get in touch
If you would like to speak to someone about leaving a 
gift to Myeloma UK in your Will, or wish to tell us if you 
have already done so, please get in touch. We would 
love to keep you updated about our work and the 
difference your gift will make.

Contact the Gifts in Wills team

 giftsinwills@myeloma.org.uk 

 0131 230 0429

 Myeloma UK,  
22 Logie Mill,  
Beaverbank Business Park,  
Edinburgh EH7 4HG

 myeloma.org.uk/gifts-in-wills

Myeloma UK is a registered charity no SC026116
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