
Myeloma UK   22 Logie Mill, Beaverbank Business Park, Edinburgh EH7 4HG 0131 557 3332 myelomauk@myeloma.org.uk Registered Charity No. SC026116 

 

 

 

 
Infoline: 0800 980 3332 myeloma.org.uk Donate: 0131 230 0429 myelomauk

For the attention of GP practices and 
haematology departments: eligibility of 
people with myeloma, and other plasma 
cell dyscrasias, for a third primary dose 
of COVID-19 vaccines 
This letter provides information and further clarification for vaccine providers regarding 
people with myeloma and other plasma cell dyscrasias.  

The Joint Committee on Vaccinations and Immunisation (JCVI) has advised that a third 
primary dose be offered to individuals aged 12 years and over with severe 
immunosuppression at the time of their first or second COVID-19 vaccine doses in the 
primary schedule.  

The third primary dose is different from the national booster programme. 

Plasma cell dyscrasias 

The JCVI is recommending1 that under the heading of “Individuals with primary or 
acquired immunodeficiency states at the time of vaccination…”, the following patients 
should be offered a third primary dose of COVID-19 vaccines: 

• Myeloma/ multiple myeloma patients 
• Smouldering myeloma patients 
• Monoclonal gammopathy of undetermined significance (MGUS) patients 
• POEMS syndrome patients 
• AL amyloidosis patients 
• Waldenstrom’s macroglobulinaemia patients 

(See Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) advice on third primary 
dose vaccination1). The Green Book states that this list “is not exhaustive” and “the 
prescriber should apply clinical judgement”.  

 
1 Department of Health & Social Care, Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) 
advice on third primary dose vaccination, published 1st September 2021.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/third-primary-covid-19-vaccine-dose-for-people-who-are-immunosuppressed-jcvi-advice/joint-committee-on-vaccination-and-immunisation-jcvi-advice-on-third-primary-dose-vaccination
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/third-primary-covid-19-vaccine-dose-for-people-who-are-immunosuppressed-jcvi-advice/joint-committee-on-vaccination-and-immunisation-jcvi-advice-on-third-primary-dose-vaccination
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/third-primary-covid-19-vaccine-dose-for-people-who-are-immunosuppressed-jcvi-advice/joint-committee-on-vaccination-and-immunisation-jcvi-advice-on-third-primary-dose-vaccination
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Transplant patients and re-vaccination programme 

In COVID-19: the green book, chapter 14a2, the JCVI has advised that “individuals who 
have received a bone marrow transplant after vaccination should be considered for a re-
immunisation programme for all routine vaccinations and for COVID-19”.  

Patients who have received high-dose therapy and stem cell transplantation (HDT-SCT), 
or CAR-T therapy for haematological malignancies, after their initial COVID-19 vaccination, 
are eligible to receive re-vaccination. Re-vaccination is in line with the primary vaccination 
schedule (a further three doses of COVID-19 vaccine).   

Patients should be re-vaccinated with the two-dose schedule around three to six months 
post-transplant. A third primary dose of vaccine should be administered at least eight 
weeks after the second dose, in line with the primary treatment for patients with acquired 
immunodeficiency, as stated above.  

Third primary dose of COVID-19 vaccine 

The JCVI has advised that specialist clinical teams identify eligible patients then give GPs 
and hospitals advice on who should have a third primary dose of the COVID-19 vaccine.  

We are concerned this is leading to delays, and people may be missed. 

Therefore, we ask that GPs and hospitals offer the third primary dose of the COVID-19 
vaccine to eligible patients who contact them directly. 

In addition, the previously generated list of clinically extremely vulnerable patients 
that GPs and haematology teams may hold and/or have access to could also be used. 
Haematology teams need to ensure that newly diagnosed patients are added to any 
relevant lists and are not missed. 

All patients in this group need to be invited to receive the third primary dose of 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

This group must be given a third dose vaccine first, not a booster vaccine. This is to 
ensure this group will be correctly identified as needing a fourth (booster) dose in the 
future. 

We hope this information is helpful, and we thank you for reducing the health risk of your 
patients at this challenging time. More details on the COVID-19 vaccine for people with 
myeloma and plasma cell dyscrasias can be found on the Myeloma UK COVID Hub 
Vaccine FAQs page3. 

 
2 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-the-green-book-chapter-14a 
3 https://www.myeloma.org.uk/news-and-stories/covid-19-information-hub/covid-19-vaccine-faqs/ 
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